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Conclusions Reached by Bpace Intelligence Panel

It is clear that the Soviet space program is big,
generally competitive, and versatile. Its major objective
is to enhsnce the technological and military image of the
USSR relative to that of the United Btates by means of
major accomplisbwments in space. It is not now possible to
determine with certainty the specific direction the Soviets
will take in attempting to meet this major objective. In
large measure, this results from the high degree of flexi-
bility afforded Soviet planners by the range of propulsion
systems under development in the USSR. Those sctions
visible to us to date are not inconsistent with a manned
lunar landing program competitive with Apollo. Nelther
are they inconsistent with a major manned space station
program nor with other projects such as an early manned
circumlunar flight aimed at reducing the world impact of
s successful Apollo landing. Since this focus of the
program is not es yet evident, the possibility that it
may be competitive menned lunar landing cannot be ruled
out. If this is in fact the case, we are quite certain
they are not ahead of the United Btates in this program
but are rather from 0 to 18 months behind.
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